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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
Senate Bill 377 proposes setting “Mountain Daylight Savings Time” as the permanent year 
round time for the State of New Mexico and requires the Office of the Governor, prior to January 
1, 2016, to apply to the United States Secretary of Transportation, “pursuant to the federal 
Standard Time Act of 1918,” to have the State of New Mexico transferred to the Central Time 
Zone. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
There are no fiscal implications associated with enactment of the provisions of SB 377. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The DOT notes: 

In the United States, Daylight Savings Time commences at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday, March 
8, 2015.  Accordingly, time in most states will advance forward an hour.  Time will 
return to standard time on Sunday, November 1, 2015, when Daylight Savings Time 
ends.  If this SB 377 passes, New Mexico will no longer observe Daylight Savings Time 
adjustments. 
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The federal government does not require states or territories of the United States to 
observe Daylight Savings Time.  Residents of Arizona (except for Navajo Nation 
Reservation residents), Hawaii, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, American Samoa, Guam, 
and the Northern Marianas Islands have opted to enact legislation which authorizes them 
to not observe Daylight Savings Time adjustments.  

Tufts University professor, Michael Downing, author of Spring Forward: The Annual 
Madness of Daylight Saving Time, has reported that each year at least 10, and often as 
many as 30 new bills appear in various state legislatures to advocate either permanently 
ending Daylight Savings Time or observing Daylight Savings Time all year long. 

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
 
National telephone surveys conducted by Rasmussen Reports in 2009, 2010 and 2011 revealed 
that 47 percent of Americans "don't think the time change is worth the hassle," while 40 percent 
disagree. 
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